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did his best to reassure me and make me
believe that we should all be perfectly safe.
Just before we were preparing to go in, the
sentry challenged at the gate, and appeared a
few minutes afterwards with a Manipuri, who
had been sent from the palace to inquire
whether we wished to have the nautch or
not, saying at the same time that the girls
who were to dance were waiting outside
in the road if we wanted them. Of course
we told him it was much too late to think
of such a thing at that time, and the man
left the place. We believed that he had
really been sent to spy out the land, and
find out what preparations, if any, we had
been making. If that were his mission,
he must have bean seriously disappointed,
for the whole place, and everyone in it, was
wrapt in slumber, with the exception of my
husband 'and myself, and we very often
walked about the grounds late on moonlight
nights, so there was nothing unusual in our
doing so on this occasion. There were a